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Executive Summary 

The London Borough of Islington progress report for 2013 finds that there has been a slight 
decrease in emissions across the borough except for one location The Air Quality 
Management Area (AQMA) will be fully retained. 

A review of policy has been conducted in addition to a review of major planning applications 
given approval in the last 12 months that may affect local air quality. The majority of the 
actions detailed within the action plan have been met or the initiatives have now ended. A 
revised action plan is to be launched for consultation at the end of May 2013. 

 

This progress report is presented to the Department for the Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA) and the Mayor of London for approval and comments. 
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1 Introduction 

 

1.1 Description of Local Authority Area 

The London Borough of Islington is an inner-city borough sharing borders with the City 

of London, Hackney and Camden. According to the 2011 Census, Islington is the most 

densely populated borough in England and Wales. Islington is recognised as having 

the least amount of green space per person out of all the London boroughs.  The 

majority of parks and open spaces are located in the north of the borough, whereas the 

south is predominantly mixed use residential/commercial. The south-east corner of the 

borough is part of the London congestion charge zone. The main source of pollution is 

from road traffic as the A1 runs through the heart of the borough and is commonly used 

as a thoroughfare to travel through the city. 

Islington is considered a desirable location for developers and is frequented by 

construction traffic. Sustainable planning policies, both our own and that of the GLA 

had previously led to a rise in biomass boilers and both gas and bio-diesel fuelled 

Combined Heat and Power (CHP) being included within new developments; the 

provision of biomass has significantly declined in the last 2 years.  

The borough is serviced by 10 London Underground Stations and a number of over 

ground stations servicing, the North London line, Gospel Oak to Barking route, Hertford 

North to Kings Cross. The East London Line extension runs from Hackney to Croydon 

and passes through the borough. 

 

 

1.2 Purpose of Progress Report 

This report fulfils the requirements of the Local Air Quality Management process as set 

out in Part IV of the Environment Act (1995), the Air Quality Strategy for England, 

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 2007 and the relevant Policy and Technical 

Guidance documents. The LAQM process places an obligation on all local authorities to 

regularly review and assess air quality in their areas, and to determine whether or not 
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the air quality objectives are likely to be achieved.  Where exceedences are considered 

likely, the local authority must then declare an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 

and prepare an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) setting out the measures it intends to 

put in place in pursuit of the objectives. 

 

Progress Reports are required in the intervening years between the three-yearly 

Updating and Screening Assessment reports. Their purpose is to maintain continuity in 

the Local Air Quality Management process. 

 

They are not intended to be as detailed as Updating and Screening Assessment 

Reports, or to require as much effort. However, if the Progress Report identifies the risk 

of exceedence of an Air Quality Objective, the Local Authority (LA) should undertake a 

Detailed Assessment immediately, and not wait until the next round of Review and 

Assessment. 

 

1.3 Air Quality Objectives 

The air quality objectives applicable to LAQM in England are set out in the Air Quality 

(England) Regulations 2000 (SI 928), The Air Quality (England) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2002 (SI 3043), and are shown in Table 1.1. This table shows the 

objectives in units of microgrammes per cubic metre µg/m3 (milligrammes per cubic 

metre, mg/m3 for carbon monoxide) with the number of exceedences in each year that 

are permitted (where applicable). 
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Table 1.1 Air Quality Objectives included in Regulations for the purpose of 
LAQM in England 

Pollutant 
Air Quality Objective Date to be 

achieved by Concentration Measured as 

Benzene 
16.25 µg/m3 Running annual 

mean 
31.12.2003 

5.00 µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2010 

1,3-Butadiene 2.25 µg/m3 
Running annual 

mean 
31.12.2003 

Carbon monoxide 10 mg/m3 
Running 8-hour 

mean 
31.12.2003 

Lead 
0.50 µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2004 

0.25 µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2008 

Nitrogen dioxide 

200 µg/m3 not to be 
exceeded more 
than 18 times a 

year 

1-hour mean 31.12.2005 

40 µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2005 

Particulate Matter 
(PM10) 

(gravimetric) 

50 µg/m3, not to be 
exceeded more 
than 35 times a 

year 

24-hour mean 31.12.2004 

40 µg/m3 Annual mean 31.12.2004 

Sulphur dioxide 

350 µg/m3, not to 
be exceeded more 

than 24 times a 
year 

1-hour mean 31.12.2004 

125 µg/m3, not to 
be exceeded more 
than 3 times a year 

24-hour mean 31.12.2004 

266 µg/m3, not to 
be exceeded more 

than 35 times a 
year 

15-minute mean 31.12.2005 
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1.4 Summary of Previous Review and Assessments 

 

In August 2000 Islington council completed its third stage review and found that 

objectives for Nitrogen Dioxide and Particulate Matter were not going to be achieved. 

Consequentially, an Air Quality Management Area was declared covering a large part 

of the borough.  

 
Figure 1.1 AQMA declared 2001 
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There were no detailed assessments required for any of the pollutants. After the further 

assessment conducted in 2003, the AQMA was extended to the whole of the borough. 

 
Fig. 1.2 AQMA declared 2003 
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The USA 2006, predicted that the objectives for carbon monoxide, benzene, 1,3-

butadiene, lead and sulphur dioxide would not be exceeded.  The 24 hour and annual 

mean objectives for PM10 had been met, however, it was decided to retain the AQMA 

for this pollutant as evidence showed that a repeat in the meteorological conditions of 

2003 could result in an exceedance of this objective. The provisional Pm10 objectives 

for 2010 were likely to be exceeded.  The annual mean objective for Nitrogen Dioxide 

had not been met in 2005; the number of exceedances at background locations 

appeared to be decreasing at this time, however at roadside locations it was increasing. 

The AQMA was retained for both annual and hourly objectives for Nitrogen Dioxide. 

The USA 2009 found there to be a steady decrease in emissions however the objective 

for Nitrogen Dioxide is still being exceeded. A detailed assessment for any pollutants or 

sources was not required. 

 

The 2012 USA showed a slight increase in pollutant concentrations which was in line 

with the rest of London and not derived from local sources. The report identified diesel 

fuelled vehicles to be of primary concern. The USA also identified a need for a detailed 

assessment to quantify the emissions from biomass boilers. 
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Table 1.2 Previous reviews 
 

Year Report Action 

 
2000 

3rd Stage Review AQMA declared (part of borough) 

 
2003 

Further Assessment 
N02 

AQMA extended (whole of borough) 

2003 Action Plan  

2003 USA No detailed assessment required, AQMA retained 

2004 Progress Report  

2005 Progress Report  

2006 USA No detailed assessment required, AQMA retained 

2007 
 

Progress Report  

2008 
 

Action Plan  

2009 
 

USA No detailed assessment required, AQMA retained 

2010 Progress Report  

2011 Progress Report  

2012 USA 
Detailed assessment of biomass boilers required. AQMA 
retained 
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2 New Monitoring Data 

2.1 Summary of Monitoring Undertaken 

Automatic Monitoring Sites 

Islington Council has been monitoring the borough’s air quality for more than 20 years.  The 

first automatic air quality monitoring station was introduced at the council offices at 159 Upper 

Street in 1995.  A second site adjacent to Holloway Road at the Nag’s Head was added in 

August 2000. Two gravimetric PM10 samplers were installed in Islington’s parks (Foxham 

Gardens & Duncan Terrace Gardens) in 2006. 

In April 2007, the air quality monitoring station was moved from 159 Upper Street to Islington’s 

Ecology Centre, a council run nature reserve, park & educational facility in an area of Islington 

known as “Drayton Park”. The monitoring station is IS6 on the London Air Quality Network and 

known as “Arsenal”.  Details of this are provided on the following page. 

The results of Upper Street and Arsenal are combined in this report to allow background trends 

in air quality to be easily viewed and assessed.  An opinion on the appropriateness of this 

method of reporting has been sought from King’s College Environmental Research Group 

(ERG). 

The Arsenal site is categorised as an urban background location and the results provided are 

representative of the pollution levels to which Islington residents are exposed to most of the 

time.  The Holloway Road site is categorised as a roadside location and the results are 

indicative of the highest pollution levels found in the borough. 

The data from the automatic air quality monitoring sites is collected on behalf of the council by 

the ERG at King’s College, University of London.  The ERG calibrate each analyser and ratify 

the collected data to ensure its validity for comparison with the National Air Quality Strategy 

objectives. 

Islington’s review and assessment of air quality identified two pollutants, PM10 particles and 

nitrogen dioxide, as exceeding or likely to exceed the National Air Quality Strategy objectives.  

Islington’s air quality monitoring programme reflects this and focuses on these two pollutants.  

In addition, carbon monoxide levels are also monitored at the Holloway Road site. 
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Nitrogen Dioxide is monitored using diffusion tubes at 21 locations across the borough.  The 

tubes are analysed by Lambeth Scientific Services. Also, a collocation study between three 

diffusion tubes and the automatic analyser at the Holloway Road cabin has been in operation 

since 2004. 

 

Fig. 2.1.1 Islington Ecology Centre at Drayton Park 

 

Fig. 2.1.2 Location of Ecology Centre 
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Fig. 2.1.3 Air Quality Cabin in Ecology Centre Grounds 

 

 

 
 
The automatic monitoring for 2012 was conducted as part of the wider London Air Quality 
Network. QA/QC was LAQN standard.  The Arsenal and Holloway Road locations use the 
TEOM method where VCM has been applied.   All equipment calibration, data validation and 
ratification procedures are conducted by ERG.   
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Fig. 2.1.4 Map of Automatic Monitoring Sites 

 

 

 

Table 2.1.1 Details of Automatic Monitoring Sites 

 

Site Name Site Type 
OS Grid 
Ref 

Pollutants 
Monitored 

In 
AQMA? 

Relevant 
Exposure? 
(Y/N with  
distance (m) 
to relevant 
exposure) 

Distance 
to kerb of 
nearest 
road 
(N/A if not 
applicable) 

Worst-
case 
Location? 

Arsenal 
Urban 
Background 

X 531328 

Y 186067 

NO2 
PM10 

Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Holloway 
Road 

Roadside 
X 530650 

Y 185750 

CO 
NO2 
PM10 

Y Y  (1m) 3m Y 

Holloway Road 

Arsenal 
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Non-Automatic Monitoring Sites 

 

21 diffusion tubes are located around the borough for NO2 there are 9 roadside 

locations and 10 background locations. In addition to this monitoring is conducted 

adjacent to the Metroline bus garage in the north of the borough using 2 tubes. One 

is placed near the entrance of the garage and another further away next to a 

children’s playground. The monitoring at the garage will be discussed in more detail 

later in this report. 

A co-location study is done using 3 diffusion tubes at the Holloway Road automatic 

monitoring station. From these results a bias adjustment factor of 0.92 has been 

applied. The tubes are analysed by Lambeth Scientific Services, using the 50% TEA 

in acetone preparation method. They are listed in the Workplace Analysis Scheme 

for Proficiency (WASP) as having achieved “Good” and “Acceptable” performance. 

The diffusion tube adjustment is detailed in Appendix A. 
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Fig. 2.1.5 Map of Non-Automatic Monitoring Sites  
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Table 2.1.2 Details of Non- Automatic Monitoring Sites 

Site Name Site Type 
OS Grid 
Ref 

Pollutants 
Monitored 

In 
AQMA? 

Relevant 
Exposure? 
(Y/N with  
distance 
(m) to 
relevant 
exposure) 

Distance 
to kerb of 
 nearest 
road 
(N/A if not 
applicable) 

Worst-
case 
Location? 

Caledonian 
Road 

Roadside 
X 530750 
Y 183550 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Roseberry 
Avenue 

Roadside 
X 531350 
Y 182950 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

City Road Roadside 
X 532550 
Y 182750 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Old Street Roadside 
X 532550 
Y 182450 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Highbury 
Corner 

Roadside 
X 531650 
Y 184750 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Balls Pond 
Road 

Roadside 
X 532850 
Y 184850 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Holloway 
Road 

Roadside 
X 531050 
Y 185050 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Junction 
Road 

Roadside 
X 529250 
Y 186050 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m N 

Archway 
Close 

Roadside 
X 529350 
Y 186850 

NO2 Y Y (0.5m) 0.5m Y 

Percy 
Circus 

Urban 
Background 

X 530950 
Y 182850 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Myddleton 
Square 

Urban 
Background 

X 531250 
Y 182950 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Arran Walk 
Urban 
Background 

X 532350 
Y 184450 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Sotheby 
Road 

Urban 
Background 

X 532250 
Y 185950 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Highbury 
Fields 

Urban 
Background 

X 531750 
Y 185450 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Lady 
Margaret 
Road 

Urban 
Background 

X 529350 
Y 185750 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Zoffany 
Park 

Urban 
Background 

X 529850 
Y 187050 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Elthorne 
Park 

Urban 
Background 

X 529950 
Y 187350 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Turle Road 
Urban 
Background 

X 530550 
Y 186950 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Waterloo 
Terrace 

Urban 
Background 

X 531650 
Y 184150 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Bus 1 
Urban 
Backround 

X 529383 
Y 186471 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

Bus 2 
Urban 
Background 

X 529568 
Y 186546 

NO2 Y Y (1m) N/A N 

 

 



London Borough of Islington 

LAQM Progress Report 2013        19 

2.2 Comparison of Monitoring Results with Air Quality 
Objectives 

2.2.1 Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

 

Automatic Monitoring Data 

Monitoring of NO2 at the Holloway automatic monitoring station (roadside) during 2012, 

shows a reduction of 5µg/m3 since 2011. The Arsenal (urban background) station shows only 

a reduction of 1µg/m3. The number of hourly exceedances of the 1-hour mean objective had 

decreased from 2 to 0 at Holloway Road and increased from 0 to 1 at Arsenal. 

 

Table 2.2.1 Results of Automatic Monitoring for NO2: Comparison with Annual 
Mean Objective 

Site ID Site Type 
Within 
AQMA

? 

Valid Data 
Capture for 
Monitoring 
Period %  

Valid Data 
Capture 
2012 %  

Annual Mean Concentration (µg/m3) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012  

IS2 Roadside Y 95 95 65 58 59 60 55 

IS6 
Urban 

background 
Y 95 95 38 39 37 37 36 

 

Fig. 2.2.1 Trends in Annual Mean NO2 Concentrations Measured at 
Automatic Monitoring Sites 
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Table 2.2.2 Results of Automatic Monitoring for NO2: Comparison with 1-hour 
Mean Objective 

Site 
ID 

Site Type 
Within 

AQMA? 

Valid Data 
Capture for 
Monitoring 
Period %  

Valid Data 
Capture 
2012 %  

Number of Hourly Means > 
200µg/m3 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012*  

IS2 Roadside Y 95 95 0 6 8 2 0 

IS6  
Urban 

Background 
Y 95 95 0 3 0 0 1 

In bold, exceedence of the NO2 hourly mean AQS objective (200µg/m3 – not to be 
exceeded more than 18 times per year) 

       *Provisional data not yet ratified 
            
  

Fig. 2.2.2 Trends in Hourly Limit Breaches of Nitrogen Dioxide Concentration 
Measured at Automatic Monitoring Sites.  
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Diffusion Tube Monitoring Data 

 

Nitrogen dioxide is measured in 19 locations across the borough plus a further 2 sites 

around the Holloway bus garage which is reported later in this section. Since 2011 all 

locations except 1 have shown a decrease in concentrations. The greatest decrease 

was observed at Rosebery Avenue where a level of 70µg/m3 was recorded in 2011, 

in 2012 the concentration had reduced to 58µg/m3. 

The Archway Close roadside location showed an increase of 6µg/m3, there is no 

clear reason for an increase in this area. 
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Table 2.2.3 Results of NO2 Diffusion Tubes 2012 

Site ID Location Site Type 
Within 

AQMA? 

Full Calendar 
Year Data 

Capture 2012 
(Number of 

Months)  

2012 Annual 
Mean 

Concentration 
(µg/m3) - Bias 
Adjustment 
factor = 0.83 

BIS/03 Caledonian 
Road 

Roadside Y 
12 

 
50 

BIS/02 Rosebery 
Avenue 

Roadside Y 12 58 

BIS/06 City Road Roadside Y 9 52 
BIS/07 Old Street Roadside Y 12 65 
BIS/08 Highbury Corner Roadside Y 10 60 
BIS/09 Balls Pond Road Roadside Y 12 53 
BIS/11 Holloway Road Roadside Y 9 57 
BIS/13 Junction Road Roadside Y 11 45 
BIS/01 Archway Close Roadside Y 12 63 
BIS/04 

Percy Circus 
Urban 

Background 
Y 

11 40 

BIS/05 Myddleton 
Square 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
12 36 

BIS/01 
Arran Walk 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
12 32 

BIS/03 
Sotheby Road 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
11 28 

BIS/10 
Highbury Fields 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
10 33 

BIS/12 Lady Margaret 
Road 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
11 34 

BIS/02 
Zoffany Park 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
12 31 

BIS/14 
Elthorne Park 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
12 30 

BIS/15 
Turle Road 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
12 32 

BIS/04 Waterloo 
Terrace 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
12 35 

Bus 1 Pemberton 
Gardens 

Urban 
Background 

Y 
11 52 

Bus 2 Pemberton 
Gardens  

Urban 
Background 

Y 
11 40 

In bold, exceedence of the NO2 annual mean AQS objective of 40µg/m3 

Underlined, annual mean > 60µg/m3, indicating a potential exceedence of the NO2 
hourly mean AQS objective 
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Table 2.2.4 Results of NO2 Diffusion Tubes (2008 to 2012) 

Location Site Type 
Within 

AQMA? 

Annual Mean Concentration (µg/m3) - Adjusted for Bias a 

2008 (Bias 
Adjustment 

Factor = 
0.99) 

2009 (Bias 
Adjustment 

Factor = 
0.86) 

2010 (Bias 
Adjustment 

Factor = 
0.86) 

2011 (Bias 
Adjustment 
Factor = 1) 

2012 (Bias 
Adjustment 

Factor = 
0.83) 

Caledonian 
Road 

Roadside Y 75 46 57 54 50 

Rosebery 
Avenue 

Roadside Y 82 61 61 70 58 

City Road Roadside Y 71 55 62 60 52 
Old Street Roadside Y 79 62 60 72 65 
Highbury 
Corner 

Roadside Y 70 63 63 69 60 

Balls Pond 
Road 

Roadside Y 70 59 53 61 53 

Holloway 
Road 

Roadside Y 65 53 58 58 57 

Junction 
Road 

Roadside Y 61 50 50 52 45 

Archway 
Close 

Roadside Y 73 52 54 57 63 

Percy 
Circus 

Urban 
Background 

Y 45 38 40 42 40 

Myddleton 
Square 

Urban 
Background 

Y 38 34 39 39 36 

Arran Walk 
Urban 

Background 
Y 46 30 36 33 32 

Sotheby 
Road 

Urban 
Background 

Y 35 31 31 30 28 

Highbury 
Fields 

Urban 
Background 

Y 33 30 33 36 33 

Lady 
Margaret 
Road 

Urban 
Background 

Y 39 39 37 35 34 

Zoffany 
Park 

Urban 
Background 

Y 37 31 31 35 31 

Elthorne 
Park 

Urban 
Background 

Y 36 32 32 34 30 

Turle Road 
Urban 

Background 
Y 36 30 32 33 32 

Waterloo 
Terrace 

Urban 
Background 

Y 48 30 37 40 35 

Pemberton 
Gardens 

Urban 
Background 

Y N/A 50 47 52 52 

Pemberton 
Gardens  

Urban 
Background 

Y N/A 36 38 41 40 

In bold, exceedence of the NO2 annual mean AQS objective of 40µg/m3 

Underlined, annual mean > 60µg/m3, indicating a potential exceedence of the NO2 
hourly mean AQS objective 
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Fig. 2.2.3 Trends in Annual Mean Nitrogen Dioxide Concentrations 
Measured at Roadside Diffusion Tube Monitoring Sites 

 

Fig. 2.2.4 Trends in Annual Mean Nitrogen Dioxide Concentrations 
Measured at urban Background Diffusion Tube Monitoring Sites 
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Particulate Matter (PM10) 

Table 2.2.5 Results of Automatic Monitoring for PM10: Comparison with 
Annual Mean Objective 

Site 
ID 

Site Type 
Within 
AQMA

? 

Valid Data 
Capture 

for 
Monitoring 
Period %  

Valid 
Data 

Capture 
2012 %  

Confirm 
Gravimetric 
Equivalent 
(Y or N/A) 

Annual Mean Concentration (µg/m3) 

 

2008 
 

2009 
 

2010 
 

2011 
 

2012  

IS2 Roadside Y 95 95 Y 30 27 27 25 26 

IS6 
Urban 

Background 
Y 95 95 Y 21 20 22 22 24 

PM10 annual mean AQS objective of 40µg/m3 

Fig. 2.2.5 Trends in Annual Mean PM10 Concentrations 

 

A trend chart providing PM10 annual mean results over the past 5 years (or more if 

available) may be inserted here. Please discuss any trends shown. 
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Table 2.2.6 Results of Automatic Monitoring for PM10: Comparison with 24-
hour Mean Objective 

Site 
ID 

Site Type 
Within 
AQMA

? 

Valid Data 
Capture for 
Monitoring 
Period %  

Valid Data 
Capture 
2012 %  

Confirm 
Gravimetric 
Equivalent 
(Y or N/A) 

Number of Daily Means > 50µg/m3 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012  

IS2 Roadside Y 95 95 Y 21 7 8 25 14 

IS6 
Urban 

Background 
Y 95 95 Y 11 3 5 15 18 

PM10 daily mean AQS objective (50µg/m3 – not to be exceeded more than 35 times 

per year) 

 

Fig. 2.2.6 Trends in Exceedance of PM10 Daily Objective. 
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Summary of Compliance with AQS Objectives 

 

 

 
The London Borough of Islington has examined the results from monitoring in the 

borough.   

 

Concentrations within the AQMA still exceed the annual mean for nitrogen dioxide at 

the roadside and the AQMA should remain. There is no need to proceed to a 

Detailed Assessment. 
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3 New Local Developments 

 

 
The London Borough of Islington confirms that there are no new or newly identified 

local developments which may have an impact on air quality within the Local 

Authority area. 

 

The London Borough of Islington confirms that all the following have been 

considered: 

 

 Road traffic sources 

 Other transport sources 

 Industrial sources 

 Commercial and domestic sources 

 New developments with fugitive or uncontrolled sources. 
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4 Local / Regional Air Quality Strategy 

The current Air Quality Action Plan is being replaced with the Air Quality Strategy 

which will be distributed for formal consultation at the end of May 2013 with a view to 

launching in September 2013. 

The London Plan, produced by the Greater London Authority for the Mayor of 

London, provides the regional policy context for Islington. It contains a number of 

sub-regional development frameworks setting out more detailed requirements for 

spatial development. Within this framework, specific requirements are made of a 

Local Planning Authority. This approach is supported by Islington’s own Local 

Development Framework in the formation of policies and strategies that will have an 

impact on many issues in the borough, including air quality. 

Islington has recently committed to being a Cleaner Air Borough and therefore 

forthcoming policies will have an air quality focus to ensure concentrations and 

personal exposure is reduced. The borough is also expected to lead by example and 

therefore Islington’s own practices will be reviewed to ensure everything possible is 

being done to reduce emissions. 

The 2013 Strategy will focus on 5 key areas, these are as follows; 

1. Transport 

2. Development 

3. Energy 

4. Business engagement 

5. Raising awareness. 

The draft report will be available online and at council offices and libraries and 

consultation responses can be made in person, over the phone or in writing by letter 

or email. 
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5 Planning Applications 

All major planning applications are subject to a section 106 agreement; this agreement 

includes compliance with the GLA code of practice for the control of dust and emissions from 

construction and demolition, best practice guidance. This allows officers to request air quality 

from construction activity to be monitored and ensure that best practice measures, such as 

damping down and wheel washing, are in place. 

Since the last progress report we have not received any applications that proposed to include 

biomass boilers, however the provision of gas fired CHP is still prevalent in major 

developments. 

A number of large construction sites are still in operation throughout the borough which bring 

with them high levels of traffic and dust emissions. These are locally controlled and 

monitored. 
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6 Climate Change Strategies 

 

The Core Strategy adopted in February 2011 considers objectives for climate change 
mitigation with the following objectives; 
  
“minimising the borough’s contribution to climate change and ensuring we are able to cope 
with the effects of a changing climate” 
 
“delivering high-quality, multi-functional green infrastructure alongside development 
throughout the borough” 
 
The strategy does not consider Air Quality directly, however relevant objectives are listed as; 
 
“ensuring new developments and the spaces around it provide a high-quality environment 
that is accessible to all residents, employees and visitors” 
 
“promoting neighbourhoods that support a sense of wellbeing, specifically; to reduce health 
inequalities in the borough by encouraging healthier choices including, (but not limited to), 
the use of open spaces, play opportunities and access to both high quality sports facilities 
and health care facilities” 
 
“reducing Islington’s impact on the environment by using resources, including energy, water 
and other materials, as efficiently as possible” 
 
“encouraging walking and cycling over public transport use and encouraging all of these over 
car use” 
 
The improvement of ambient air quality plays a significant role in the ability to achieve these 
objections and therefore air quality policy is essential to complement the Core Strategy. 
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7 Implementation of Action Plans 

  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

General policy measures 

3.1.1 Air Quality 
Management 
Area 

Islington Council will 
extend the Air Quality 
Management Area to 
cover the entire 
borough. 

By the end of 
April 2003 

High The council published 
a further assessment 
of air quality in 
August 2003. 

Action achieved. The AQMA is under 
regular review. The 
objective for NO2 is still 
being exceeded at the 
roadside. Whilst the PM10 

objective is currently being 
met, it has been decided 
to retain the AQMA until 
further notice. We are 
aiming to achieve the 
WHO guideline value for 
annual mean. 

3.1.2 Development 
plans 

Islington Council will 
continue to tackle 
environmental problems 
through planning 
powers, by working with 
other agencies, where 
appropriate, and using 
environmental 
improvement schemes, 
good-practice initiatives 
and education. 

Ongoing High The council will not 
give planning 
permission to 
schemes that have a 
significantly negative 
effect on air quality. 
Land-use policies will 
aim to reduce the 
need to travel and 
aim to encourage 
people to use 
transport that does 
not produce as much 
pollution. 

Action achieved. 
 
The council is a national 
leader in car-free housing, 
where no off-street 
parking is provided and 
residents are not eligible 
for residents parking 
permits. The Local 
Development Framework 
is currently being 
developed to strengthen 
policy in this area. 

The council’s Planning 
Authority has produced a 
Core Strategy as part of 
the implementation of a 
Local Development 
Framework. A 
comprehensive review of 
current planning policy 
has been undertaken in 
this report and 
opportunities to include air 
quality into strategic 
planning has been 
identified. The Pollution 
Projects Team are 
working with Planning 
Policy to produce a 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

Supplementary Planning 
Document on Air Quality. 
 
This action will continue  
to be developed in the 
next action plan 

3.1.3 Green 
procurement 
code 

Islington Council will 
continue to operate a 
green procurement code 
and update it annually. 

Ongoing Medium The green 
procurement code 
has been formally 
adopted into the 
council’s constitution. 
The green 
procurement code is 
now incorporated as 
part of the main 
procurement code 
and is not an annex 
to it. 

Action achieved. 
 

Environmentally friendly 
purchasing will reduce 
exposure to negative 
environmental effects and 
may motivate suppliers to 
improve their 
performance.  
 
Guidance on procurement 
has been re-written, in 
particular for highways, 
parking & grounds 
keeping. Future plans are 
to target green 
procurement. New 
contracts will be assessed 
for their environmental 
impacts. 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

3.1.4 Monitoring air 
quality 

Islington Council will 
continue to monitor air 
quality in the borough by 
using automatic 
monitoring stations and 
diffusion tubes. 

Ongoing Medium The council carried 
out continuous air-
quality monitoring in 
2010, with good data 
capture rates at 
Holloway Road and 
Arsenal. 

Action achieved. 
 
The council use air-quality 
monitoring information to 
produce this report and to 
assess and further 
understand the long-term 
trends of air pollution in 
Islington. 
 
The newest diffusion tube 
locations now have a full 
years data and have been 
detailed in the report to 
assess the contribution 
made from the Metroline 
bus garage. 

One monitoring technique 
is the use of diffusion 
tubes which is a cheap 
and simple way of 
monitoring air pollution. 
Particulate monitors are 
used to monitor the 
concentration of particles 
in the air. 
The data capture rate 
measures how successful 
the council is at collecting 
air-quality information. 
 
The council purchased 
portable air quality 
monitoring equipment to 
allow site monitoring of 
particles. The council 
continues to employ a 
Construction Monitoring 
Impacts Officer to ensure 
impacts from construction, 
including air quality, are 
minimized in the borough, 
The council has promoted 
the CIMO idea at 
meetings, study groups, 
conferences & in 
publications as an 
example of good working 
practice. The role will be 
further developed to 
include business 
engagement around major 
sites. 

Islington Council will 
increase the monitoring 
of air quality in the 
borough by installing 
and running two further 
particulate monitors. 

By the end of 
2004 

Low  Action Achieved. 
 
Particulate samplers in 
place at Duncan Terrace 
Gardens and Foxham 
Gardens in 2006. The first 
full 2 years of results have 
now been recorded. 
 
Unfortunately these sites 
have now been closed 
due to a lack of funding 
available 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

3.1.5 Staff objectives Environment and 
Regeneration staff to 
include an objective in 
their annual 
performance reviews 
that would have a 
positive effect on air 
quality. 

By the end of 
2004 

Medium The council will offer 
staff the opportunity 
to sign up to the 
departmental air-
quality objective or to 
include an equivalent 
objective in their 
appraisal. 

Air quality objectives have 
not been set in annual 
appraisals, however great 
emphasis has been 
placed on ‘green’ staff 
inductions, see below, & 
refresher environmental 
training, including air 
quality, for existing staff is 
being developed 
Essential online 
environmental awareness 
training has been 
completed by all staff 
within environment and 
regeneration. 

Staff objectives are an 
agreed set of aims for 
each member of staff to 
work towards and achieve 
in the year. 
Staff are encouraged to 
walk or cycle to work and 
around the borough during 
the course of their working 
day, thus having a positive 
effect on air quality as well 
as reducing personal 
carbon footprints. 

3.1.6 Staff induction Islington Council will add 
information on air quality 
to the sustainability page 
of the induction pack. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium Discussions were 
held between the 
Pollution Team and 
the council officer 
responsible for the 
staff induction pack. 

The council decided to 
completely revise the 
sustainability page which 
will include air-quality 
information in the revision. 
 
As part of the induction of 
new staff, the council has 
developed an interactive 
presentation on green 
travel, sustainability, & 
promoting a personal 
commitment to energy 
efficiency & waste 
management. This ‘green’ 
induction includes 
information on air quality 
and advice on sources of 
pollution & steps 
individuals can take to 

The council encourage 
staff to make 
environmentally-friendly 
choices that are good for 
the present and future of 
the environment & the 
community. 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

minimize their impact. 

3.1.7 Primary Care 
Trust 

Islington Council will 
work with the local 
Primary Care Trust 
(PCT) to collect 
information and statistics 
to influence and support 
air-quality policies. 

By the end of 
2004 

Medium The council have 
worked with the PCT 
during the 
development of the 
airTEXT project. 

Action Achieved. 
 
A local launch on airTEXT 
was held on 1

st
 May 2007 

coinciding with World 
Asthma Day. 
 
The PCT provided 
information on the 
prevalence of asthma in 
Islington to support the 
airTEXT project. 
 
Islington are now lead 
administrators of this 
service and will seek to 
actively promote and 
market this service. 

airTEXT is an air pollution 
forecasting and alert 
service for Londoners with 
health problems affected 
by air pollution with the 
GLA and 20 London 
authorities and agencies 
co-operating to deliver the 
service.  
New promotional material 
has been created by 
Islington for this project 
and we will continue to 
promote the service with 
the aid of the PCT in 
health centers therefore 
directly targeting the most 
vulnerable. 
A trial project “Pasoboble” 
took place in Islington 
over June/July 2011. 

3.1.8 Trees Islington Council will 
continue to put into 
practice a tree policy. 
 
The council has many 
policy initiatives for 
‘greening’ the borough 
such as the ‘greening 
the grey’ policy which 
are an ongoing 
commitment to the 
borough. 
 

Ongoing High The council agreed a 
tree policy in March 
2003. 
The council will 
review the policy in 
2007/8 with an 
emphasis on 
sustainability.  
 
The policy is going to 
consultation in 2008 
 

Action achieved. 
 
Islington increases its’ 
street tree population by 
an average of 2% per year 
& is only 1 of 10 London 
boroughs with a tree 
policy.  In the years 
2006/07 and 2007/08 the 
council planted over 800 
trees. 
 
Greening the Grey’ has 
delivered two green walls, 

‘Greening the Grey’ has 
delivered two green walls, 
one at the end of 
Compton Terrace and one 
at St Gabriel's church, 
Holloway Road. There is 
also a small temporary 
scheme at Highbury Place 
and a planted wall at a 
children's centre in 
Paradise Park. The 
Paradise Park wall has 
since died, the council will 
review this further before 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

one at the end of 
Compton Terrace and one 
at St Gabriel's church, 
Holloway Road. There is 
also a small temporary 
scheme at Highbury Place 
and a planted wall at a 
children's centre in 
Paradise Park 
 
On behalf of the council, 
Reading University is 
currently researching 
climate adaptation, 
including new species & 
effective watering 
techniques. The Pollution 
Projects Team met the 
council’s biodiversity 
officer to assess if 
changes to tree species 
may affect local air quality. 
This point will be 
discussed with 
researchers at Reading 
University. 
 
Islington Council hosted 
for the first time in 2008 
‘Love Your Trees’, an 
event as part of National 
Tree Week which included 
the giving away of 500 
trees to Islington 
residents. 
 

installing any new green 
wals. 
 
‘Greening the Grey’ 
reviewed new locations for 
‘living’ walls in 2007/8.  
The Pollution Projects 
Team met with officers 
from Greenspace to 
promote ‘green living’ 
walls at major traffic 
junctions in the borough 
as they may help improve 
air quality, reduce 
temperature & decrease 
noise levels. 
 
A major ‘greening’ 
programme is planned for 
the Archway area, 
including the gyratory.  
The Pollution Project 
Team is working with 
council colleagues from 
Greenspace, biodiversity 
& environmental 
sustainability to implement 
this programme including 
a proposal with King’s 
College ERG to 
quantitatively assess air 
quality benefits that may 
result from any ‘greening’ 
measures. 



London Borough of Islington 

LAQM Progress Report 2013        38 

  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

In March 2009, “Go wild in 
the Streets” campaign 
was launched. Residents 
were given free flower 
seeds to plant around tree 
pits in their area. 
 

3.1.9 Carbon 
Assessment 
and Reduction 
in Regeneration 
Areas (CARRA) 

The following CARRA 
action projects will be 
carried out in the EC1 
New Deal area. 
Energy ambassadors 
(EAs) 
Schools Energy Action 
Project (SEAP) 
Roscoe Street tower 
blocks (RST) 
Schools travel 
Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SME) 
project 

By the end of 
2004 

Medium All projects 
completed 
5 EAs recruited,  
SEAP: 4 schools 
involved in the 
project.  
RST – energy 
efficiency works 
completed.  
SMEs – 10 SMEs 
have received energy 
efficiency advice and 
energy audits. 
 

Action achieved. 
 
CARRA Project has now 
ended. 

 

Road traffic related action – Zones 

4.1.1 Low Emission 
Zone (LEZ) 

Islington Council will 
continue to work with the 
Association of London 
Government, the 
Greater London 
Authority and other 
London boroughs to 
support research into the 
possibility of a London 

Ongoing High Islington took an 
active part in the 
consultation on the 
introduction of a 
London LEZ. 

Action achieved. 
 
There has been a phased 
introduction of the LEZ 
from February 2008 
continuing through to 
January 2012. 

A document of progress 
with the LEZ 1 year on 
has now been produced. 
 
The TfL air quality policy 
team assess the effects 
on air quality that result 
from the implementation 
of the LEZ. 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

LEZ.  The council will 
contribute to the 
decision-making process 
on whether or not to 
introduce the LEZ 
. 

 
Since the next phase of 
the LEZ has been 
extended no further 
reduction of emissions 
through this initiative have 
been achieved. 

4.1.2 Freight 
management 

Islington Council will 
continue to operate 
control areas for 7.5-
tonne lorries. 

Ongoing Medium The council have 
extended 7.5 tonne 
lorry controls to the 
Mercers Road and 
St. George’s areas.  

Action achieved. 
 
Lorry controls were 
implemented in a range of 
locations up until 2006. 
However, issues over 
enforcement halted the 
expansion at that stage 
and the Metropolitan 
Police have now ceased 
enforcing lorry bans. 
 
Camera enforcement is 
currently being piloted, 
and physical width 
restrictions have also 
been used. 

 

Islington Council will 
consider extending lorry 
control areas to 3.5-
tonne lorries. 

Ongoing Low After initial 
consideration, the 
council is unlikely to 
pursue the 
introduction of 3.5 
tonne lorry controls 
because of the 
possibility of adverse 
traffic implications. 

Action achieved. The council’s sustainable 
transport strategy does 
not include any proposals 
for 3.5 tonne lorry 
controls. 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

Islington Council will 
continue to support the 
London nighttime and 
weekend lorry controls 
on all heavy vehicles 
over 18 tonnes, except 
those qualifying for 
special exceptions. 

Ongoing High The nighttime and 
weekend lorry 
controls are in place 
and the council 
continues to support 
them. 
 
The council are 
currently piloting 
CCTV enforcement of 
existing bans, and 
physical width 
restrictions have also 
been used 
. 

Action achieved. . 

4.1.3 Reduced-speed 
zones in 
residential 
areas 

Islington Council will 
consider introducing a 
programme of 20mph 
stretches along borough 
boundary roads. 

Ongoing Low All residential streets 
within the borough 
have a 20m.p.h limit 

Action achieved. 
 
 

 

Islington Council will 
develop a pre-driver 
educational programme 
with other agencies 
including schools and 
local employers. 

Ongoing Medium A programme has 
been devised and is 
delivered to about 
1000 higher 
education and school 
children per year 
 

Progress Made. Council departments have 
been visited to train staff 
in fuel-efficient driving 
techniques.  In addition a 
trial for operating vehicles 
on UVO was conducted. a 
Defra grant application 
was made but refused. 
Due to the current 
economic climate the 
boroughs UVO plant has 
now ceased trading. The 
council has recently 
updated their vehicles to 
be powered on standard 
bio-diesel.  
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

4.1.4 Reducing 
congestion 

Islington Council will 
support and work with 
the GLA to maintain the 
congestion charging 
zone for central London. 

Ongoing High The congestion 
charging scheme 
(CCS) has 
contributed to traffic 
reduction in Islington, 
not only in the zone 
but also in the 
surrounding 
complementary traffic 
reduction areas. 

Action achieved. 
 

The council continues to 
work with both TfL and 
London Councils to 
analyse the impacts of the 
CCS. We will lobby to 
ensure that the findings 
and recommendations of 
any analysis are 
incorporated into the CCS 
to improve operations. 
 
There is little scope to 
introduce local congestion 
initiatives in Islington, 
such as high occupancy 
vehicle lanes but appraisal 
of all options that may 
ease congestion will 
continue with colleagues 
from Transport Planning. 
Business engagement 
work will seek to 
consolidate deliveries 
within local areas. 
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  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

Islington Council will 
continue to introduce 
reduced traffic zones. 

Ongoing High Measures to enforce 
20 mph speed limits 
have been introduced 
on approximately half 
of the borough’s 
roads, and a 
programme is in 
place to deliver 20 
mph zones in 
residential areas 
throughout the 
borough by 2012. 

Action achieved Through traffic and 
accidents have been 
significantly reduced as a 
result of measures to 
reduce traffic speed and 
to give more time to 
pedestrians at signal 
controlled junctions. 
 
A project to assess the 
quantitative effects & 
possible benefits on air 
quality of speed reduction 
measures, such as 20 
mph zones in the 
borough, is being 
developed in conjunction 
with colleagues from 
Transport Planning.  The 
proposal will be submitted 
as part of the Local 
Implementation 
programme or the air 
quality grant programme. 
 
The council is revising the 
Air Quality Action Plan to 
include as far as 
practicable, quantitative 
measures/measurable 
outcomes on traffic related 
projects 
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Action Original 
timescale 

Priority Progress with action Outcome to date Comments 

Road traffic related action – Public transport 
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timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

4.2.1 
 

Buses Islington Council will 
continue to work with TfL 
London Buses, the bus 
operators and other 
relevant agencies to 
improve and increase 
bus travel. 

Ongoing High The council continue 
to work with partners 
and are committed to 
making 
improvements  
through TfL Bus 
Priority and Bus Stop 
Accessibility funding. 

Action achieved 
 
A route extension has 
been approved for the 
number 393 bus route that 
will be implemented in 
2007/08.  
 
A hybrid bus is now used 
for route 141, which 
travels along Mildmay 
Park and Southgate Road. 
 
Funds for bus stop 
accessibility 
improvements (£184k) 
and bus priority schemes 
(£280k) have been 
awarded for 2008/09. 
 
These include initiatives to 
improve enforcement & 
clearing of bus lanes, 
more elderly & disabled 
bus stop access, 
improvements to & 
reliability of, journey times 
 

Many London boroughs, 
including Islington, 
continue to push for a 
strategic review of the bus 
network. TfL decide on 
new technologies, such as 
hydrogen buses & the 
routes they will be used 
on & TfL negotiate bus 
operating contracts.  An 
opportunity to strategically 
review the bus network is 
important & the council 
who will continue to voice 
this opinion to TfL.  
. 
The council has adopted 
the process of serving 
fixed penalty notices on 
vehicles that are parked 
with engines idling, buses 
have been targeted in this 
pro-active enforcement 
drive – to date no fpn’s 
have been served, 
however a number of 
drivers have switched off 
engines when asked to do 
so, the frequency of these 
incidents has reduced 
since introducing the 
procedure. 



London Borough of Islington 

LAQM Progress Report 2013        45 

  Action 
Original 
timescale 

Priority 
Progress with 
action 

Outcome to date Comments 

Islington Council will 
continue to work with TfL 
Street Management to 
put into practice further 
bus measures through 
membership of the 
London Bus Initiative 
Partnership. 

Ongoing High The council continue 
to make 
improvements on 
new bus routes and 
to develop an 
accessible bus 
network.  
 

Action achieved. 
 
 

 

4.2.2 Railways and 
the 
Underground 

Islington Council will 
support extensions to 
the London 
Underground and 
national railway 
networks, including extra 
services, improved 
interchange facilities and 
other improvements to 
stations. 
 

Ongoing Medium The council have 
secured 
improvements to the 
network that include: 
 
The East London 
Line which is being 
extended to Highbury 
& Islington, with 
works now underway. 
A combined station 
option at Farringdon 
for Thameslink & 
Crossrail. With 
Thameslink works 
now underway. 
 
 

Action achieved. The council continues to 
work with partners at TfL, 
London Underground, 
Network Rail and the 
Train Operating 
Companies to improve 
access and services at all 
stations in Islington. The 
council will work to 
support extensions to the 
London Underground and 
national railway networks, 
including extra services, 
improved interchange 
facilities and other 
improvements to stations. 
 
Extensive re-designing of 
the Old Street gyratory by 
the council’s planning 
team in conjunction with 
TfL has occurred with the 
aim to improve the 
transport interchange at 
this part of the borough. 
The Pollution Project 
Team have been invited 
onto the council/TfL 
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project group to consider 
air quality improvements 
as part of this initiative. 
 
This project is not being 
continued due to 
unavailable funding. 

Road traffic related action – Charging and enforcement 

4.3.1 Roadside 
vehicle 
emission 
testing 

Islington Council have 
adopted the new powers 
contained in the Road 
Traffic (Vehicle 
Emissions) (Fixed 
Penalty) (England) 
Regulations 2002 to 
carry out random 
roadside vehicle 
emission tests in the 
borough. 

2003 High The adopted powers 
have been passed to 
the Association of 
London Government 
Transport and 
Environment 
Committee to allow 
for a London-wide 
programme of testing 
emissions. 

Action achieved.  

Islington Council will 
take part in a London-
wide testing programme 
with other London 
boroughs, the ALG, the 
police, and the Vehicle 
Inspectorate. 

Ongoing High The council carried 
out roadside vehicle 
emission testing in 
Islington during 
October and 
November in 2003 
and in January and 
February in 2004. 
The council tested 
322 vehicles and 
served 14 fixed-
penalty notices. 
 

Action achieved.  
There have been 
difficulties with moving this 
action forward due to lack 
of funding. 
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4.3.2 Engine idling Islington Council will 
investigate the use of 
powers contained in the 
Road Traffic (Vehicle 
Emissions) (Fixed 
Penalty) (England) 
Regulations 2002 by 
carrying out a pilot study 
in known problem areas 
or in response to 
complaints.  

By the end of 
2003 

Medium Action resumed & 
ongoing. 

Action ongoing. Fixed Penalty Regulations 
are proposed for targeted 
enforcement in the 
borough. This includes 
vehicles stacking outside 
construction sites, buses 
idling on bus stands & 
school run traffic. 
 
This legislation has been 
adopted and advertised. 
Council officers will now 
issue fixed penalty notices 
to drivers failing to switch 
off their engines when 
asked to do so. 
 
No fpn’s have been 
served as yet, all drivers 
when asked to do so have 
switched off their engines. 
information has been 
given to bus operators 
and construction sites. 
Complaints about this 
activity are now very rare. 
We propose to target 
school run vehicles later 
this year. 
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4.3.3 Parking 
charges 

People who drive cars 
with small engines or 
cars that produce no or 
little air pollution pay a 
reduced charge for 
residents’ parking 
permits in controlled 
parking zones. 

Ongoing Medium The current parking 
permit system has a 
hierarchy according 
to vehicle emissions. 
Electric vehicles pay 
no permit charge. 
 

Action achieved. 
 
A new scheme offering a 
£200 voucher to use 
against the council’s car 
club or to purchase a bike 
is available if a resident 
surrenders their parking 
permit. 

Permits numbers have 
reduced in the borough 
over time. This is however 
not as a consequence of a 
reduction in the area of 
controlled parking zones 
which still cover the entire 
borough. 
 
 

Islington Council will 
review the discount on 
residents’ parking 
permits for owners of 
vehicles that produce 
little or no pollution. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium Building on the 
existing scheme of 
offering a 20% 
discount for vehicles 
with engines smaller 
than 1400cc and 
cleaner fuel vehicles, 
Islington Council 
carried out a 
referendum on 
differential parking 
rates based on CO2 
emissions in 2007 
which was overseen 
by the Electoral 
Reform Services. 
 

Action achieved 
 
56% of those residents 
that responded voted for 
the new scheme which 
saw the cost of a parking 
permit double for the most 
polluting vehicles, whilst 
the less polluting vehicles, 
non hybrid electric cars, 
received a free permit.  

This case study featured 
in the LACORS document, 
‘Air Quality Toolkit: Local 
action for cleaner air.’ 

Road traffic related action – Infrastructure 
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4.4.1 
 

Refuelling 
infrastructure 

Islington Council will 
investigate the possibility 
of providing an on-street 
charging point for 
electric vehicles. 

By the end of 
2004. 

Medium Two ‘on street’ 
charging bays have 
been installed and 
funding exists to 
further extend the 
network. Currently 
two more locations 
have been identified. 
 

Action achieved. 
 
We are currently putting in 
three phase charging 
zones in depots for larger 
electric vehicles. These 
should be powered by 
photovoltaic cells. 
 

The Energy Saving Trust 
will be notified of the 
locations of all ‘on street’ 
charging bays for 
inclusion on their 
alternative re-fuelling map. 
 
New developments in 
particular schools, now 
include electric charging 
points within their 
grounds. 

Islington Council will 
contact all petrol stations 
in the borough to 
encourage them to 
provide compressed 
natural gas (CNG) and 
liquid petroleum gas 
(LPG). 
 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium The council sent 
letters to all petrol 
stations to encourage 
them to provide CNG 
and LPG. 

Action achieved. 
 

LPG is no longer the 
current preferred option as 
this is not congestion 
charge exempt. 

Islington Council will 
install an LPG re-fuelling 
station for council 
vehicles to use at the 
Cottage Road Waste 
Recycling Centre. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium The council installed 
an LPG tank at the 
Cottage Road Depot 
in Islington for council 
vehicles. 
LPG is used in more 
than 50 of our 
vehicles. 

Action achieved. The entire council fleet of 
diesel vehicles that refuel 
at the Cottage Road depot 
use a 5% blend of bio 
diesel. LNG (Liquified 
Natural Gas) is used in 
our contractors waste 
transfer vehicles. Bio 
ethanol is being 
investigated as a fuel 
option. 
 

4.4.2 Traffic calming Islington Council will 
promote a programme of 
traffic management and 

Ongoing Medium Measures to enforce 
20 mph speed limits 
have been introduced 

Action achieved. Through traffic and 
accidents have been 
significantly reduced as a 
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calming schemes on 
local roads to reduce 
traffic in residential 
streets. 

on approximately half 
of the roads in the 
borough, and a 
programme is in 
place to deliver 20 
mph zones in 
residential areas 
throughout the 
borough by 2012 
. 

result of measures to 
reduce traffic speed and 
to give more time to 
pedestrians at signal 
controlled junctions. 
 
A project to assess the 
quantitative effects & 
possible benefits on air 
quality of speed reduction 
measures, such as 20 
mph zones in the 
borough, is being 
developed in conjunction 
with colleagues from 
Transport Planning.  The 
proposal will be submitted 
as part of the Local 
Implementation 
programme or the air 
quality grant programme. 
 
Traffic calming initiatives 
have been implemented 
using section 106 funding 
around new 
developments. 
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4.4.3 
 

Improved 
cycling 
facilities 

Islington Council will 
continue to take part in 
cross-borough initiatives 
in the London Cycle 
Network (LCN), such as 
the business cycle that 
aims to encourage 
people to cycle to work. 

Ongoing 
 

High The Sustainable 
Transport Strategy, 
adopted by the 
council in December 
2006, contains the 
Islington Cycling 
Action Plan, 
committing the 
council to a range of 
improvements for 
cyclists, and to 
increase cycling by 
80% between 2001 
and 2011. 
 

Action achieved. 
 
£910,000 was secured to 
implement the LCN+ 
during 2008/09. 
 

The council works closely 
with local cyclists to 
identify key issues and 
address them. 
 
Initiatives to re-allocate 
road space & encourage 
other transport modes 
including cycling are 
underway.  

Islington Council will put 
into practice the local 
cycling measures 
contained in the 
council’s cycling 
strategy. 
 

Ongoing 
 

Medium The council is 
working closely with 
TfL and other 
boroughs to 
implement the LCN+ 
by 2012. 

Action achieved. 
 
Funding bids are 
submitted to TfL annually 
to secure funding for cycle 
lanes, cycle parking, cycle 
training, and travel 
awareness events such as 
Bike Week. 
 

Islington Council has 
produced two award 
winning guides, ‘Walk 
Islington’ & Cycle 
Islington’ to promote 
alternative transport 
modes. 
 
Planning permission has 
been given to install a 
cycle docking station 
under the mayors new 
cycle hire scheme. 

4.4.4 Improved 
walking 
facilities 

Islington Council will aim 
to increase the 
percentage of all 
journeys made on foot 
through our walking 
strategy. 

Ongoing 
 

High The Sustainable 
Transport Strategy, 
adopted by the 
council in December 
2006, contains the 
Islington Walking 
Action Plan, 
committing the 

Action achieved. 
 
Improvements that are 
already in place & 
continue throughout the 
borough include: repaving, 
de-cluttering, bonded 
gravel around tree pits, 
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council to a range of 
improvements for 
pedestrians, and to 
increase walking by 
25% between 2001 
and 2011. 
  

removal of trip hazards, 
dropped kerbs and tactile 
surfaces. 

4.4.5 Road signs Islington Council will 
continue to work with 
Transport for London to 
carry out a borough-wide 
review of traffic signs to 
make sure that they are 
clear and visible. 

Ongoing High The council are de-
cluttering road signs 
at a rate of over 2000 
items per year. Every 
capital scheme 
includes the 
rationalisation and 
renewal of road signs 

Action achieved. Clearly visible signs help 
people to take direct 
routes and avoid 
unnecessary detours. 
 
An Islington ‘Wayfinding’ 
project was the subject of 
an award at the London 
Transport Awards 2008. 

Road traffic related action – schemes 

4.5.1 Reducing 
traffic 

Islington Council will 
continue to put into 
practice a strategy for 
reducing traffic. 
 

Ongoing Medium The Sustainable 
Transport Strategy 
contains measures to 
encourage other 
methods of 
transportation such 
as walking & cycling. 
The council is 
committed to 
improving & 
encouraging the use 
of public transport. 
The council through 
planning provision 
has car free housing 
as a key policy. The 
council is promoting 

Action achieved. 
 

Reducing traffic is one of 
the overall aims of the 
Sustainable Transport 
Strategy. A range of 
measures from controlled 
parking zones to traffic 
calming to cycle facilities 
have helped reduce traffic 
from 485m vehicle 
kilometres travelled in 
Islington in 2001 down to 
467m in 2005, despite 
significant recent growth 
in the borough's 
population. 
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the car club as an 
alternative to car 
ownership. The 
council is offering 
incentives for 
residents who give up 
owning a car. 
 
 

4.5.2 Managing 
traffic speed 

Islington Council will 
continue to put into 
practice our speed-
management plan. 

Ongoing Medium Measures to enforce 
20 mph speed limits 
have been introduced 
on all of the 
residential roads in 
the borough. 
 

Action achieved.  
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4.5.3 Green travel 
plan for 
employees 

Islington Council intend 
to lead the way by 
promoting travel plans 
and have employed a 
travel plan officer to 
develop a green travel 
plan for the council. 
 

Ongoing High The council launched 
its first green travel 
plan in September 
2003.  
 
A second green 
travel plan was 
launched in February 
2006 which covers 
the period of 2006-8 
and sets out a target 
to reduce the number 
of staff traveling by 
car to work from 15% 
to 13.5% 
 
Staff car commuting 
has nearly halved 
between the travel 
surveys of 2005 & 
2008. This success 
was achieved as a 
result of the council 
pursuing a broad 
range of measures 
that include parking 
management, 
removal of parking 
spaces and green 
travel initiatives. 
 

Action achieved. 
 
The 2008 travel survey of 
1,355 council staff (38% 
return & up from 36% in 
2005) showed only 8% of 
staff drove to work in 
single occupancy cars 
which is down from 15% 
in 2005. 2% used car 
sharing up from 1.3% in 
2005. 10% of staff report 
they now cycle to work as 
their main form of 
transport. An increase 
from 6.2% in 2005. 66% of 
staff used public transport 
to work, up slightly from 
61% in 2005 & 12% of 
staff said they walked to 
work which is the same as 
2005. 
 

The green travel plan 
proposes measures to 
promote the use of 
environmentally friendly 
transport by council staff, 
by visitors and for the 
council’s service delivery. 
 
Installation of new 
facilities at council 
buildings including secure 
cycle parking and showers 
allow the green travel plan 
to be implemented 
effectively. 
 
A review of staff car 
parking provision is 
currently underway with 
spaces being taken away 
& replaced by cycle 
parking at main council 
buildings, including the 
Town Hall.  Significant 
numbers of parking 
spaces were lost with the 
recent sale of a council 
building, the Barnsbury 
Complex. 
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Islington Council will 
encourage large 
employers in the 
borough to prepare and 
put into practice green 
travel plans.  In 
appropriate cases, the 
council will also look for 
a commitment to these 
plans during 
negotiations on major 
development. 
 
 

Ongoing Medium The council are 
working with Camden 
and Haringey 
Councils in the North 
Central Travel-plan 
Network, promoting 
workplace travel 
plans for large and 
middle-sized 
businesses. 
 
Workplace travel 
plans are also being 
promoted by the 
council’s Climate 
Change Partnership.  
 
The Climate Change 
Fund grant scheme 
offers funds to small 
businesses and 
community 
organisations to 
reduce transport 
emissions (£80,000 
in 2008/09 with 
potential extension).  
 

Action achieved. 
 
Planning require 
workplace travel plans as 
part of major 
developments in the 
borough. Practical 
measures that are looked 
for include the 
management of parking 
allocation, promotion of 
cycle schemes, tax free 
bikes, secure bike 
storage, changing rooms, 
remote working, 
monitoring staff transport 
options & use of pre-paid 
Oyster rather than taxis 
 

The project was expanded 
in 2006 to include all 
businesses in the borough 
with over 50 staff and to 
cover freight and parking 
issues.  There are now 40 
businesses committed to 
reducing the impacts of 
their travel. The council 
continues to request travel 
plans for all large 
developments. 
 
The Climate Change 
Partnership work to 
reduce carbon use & have 
over 100 businesses in 
Islington now signed up to 
a carbon reduction 
strategy. Transportation & 
energy use all feature as 
part of the carbon 
reduction strategy. 
 

4.5.4 Green travel 
plan for 
schools 

Islington Council will 
promote walking to 
school in partnership 
with the borough’s 
schools. 
 

Ongoing Medium 41 schools took part 
in Walk to School 
Week 2006 – 
equivalent to over 
11,000 pupils 
participating. 
 
School Travel Plans 

Action achieved. 
 
Within the council, the 
Road Safety Team has a 
school advisor promoting 
walking & cycling to 
school. In a separate 
project the Sustainability 

Air Quality awareness 
primary school resource 
has been completed and 
will be evaluated through 
a 10 school pilot 
Spring/Summer 2007. 
 
The targeted enforcement 
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have been approved 
for 45 schools by the 
end of 2007/08 with 
the remainder 
submitting by March 
2009. 

Unit promote 
environmental awareness 
in schools that 
incorporates an 
understanding of 
alternative transport 
options to reduce car use. 
 
Parking Services enforce 
keep clear zones around 
schools. 
 

of school run traffic as part 
of the idling vehicle 
initiative will commence in 
2011. 
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4.5.5 Reducing the 
pollution 
produced by 
our own 
vehicles 

Islington Council will put 
in place a programme 
for buying and replacing 
council vehicles that 
aims to use less-
polluting fuels wherever 
possible. 
 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium The Council’s Green 
Travel Plan contained 
a target to green the 
council’s entire fleet 
by 2008. This target 
has been achieved, 
with a range of clean 
vehicles having been 
added to the fleet. 
Particulate traps have 
also been installed on 
many vehicles & all 
vehicles use 5% bio-
fuel. 
 
All fleet drivers are 
also trained in eco-
driving techniques. 
 
The fleet also has 
eco-log GPRS 
monitoring that notes 
average speed, 
acceleration, braking 
& fuel use. 

Action achieved. 
 
A carbon baseline of the 
council’s transport fleet is 
currently being 
undertaken and will form 
the basis of a carbon 
reduction target in the 
next Green Travel Plan. 
 
The council is also 
currently piloting a 
scheme to use vegetable 
oil in the fleet vehicles. Air 
quality implications of this 
will be referenced as part 
of the study. 
 
Islington’s fleet won the 
Europen Green Fleet of 
the year award. The 
council’s fleet also 
featured as a case study 
in the LACORS document, 
‘Air Quality Toolkit: Local 
action for cleaner air’. 
 
We are currently trialling 
the use of “Used 
Vegetable Oil” in fleet 
vehicles. 

From LACORS, ‘We now 
run over 350 vehicles 
using ‘green’ fuels and are 
constantly looking for 
ways to improve our 
fleet’s reliability, efficiency 
and reduce emissions. 
After results from a recent 
study showed that, 
despite employing 
alternative fuels and 
technologies, the key 
factor in having good or 
poor fuel consumption 
levels is the driver, the 
council has been re-
educating fleet managers 
and drivers. We’ve had 
training sessions in 
economical and 
environmental driving 
techniques and the correct 
use of LPG and other 
alternative fuelled 
vehicles. As many of our 
vehicles have GPRS 
systems monitoring 
acceleration, braking and 
speed we can use this 
information to retrain 
drivers. At this year’s PSE 
Green Fleet Fuel 
Challenge, Islington 
Council won a competition 
by achieving 90.17MPG.’ 
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Islington Council have 
investigated the grants 
available from the 
Energy Savings Trust to 
help with policy for 
‘greening’ the council’s 
vehicle fleet. 

2002 High Funding and grants 
have been secured 
over the years from a 
range of sources 
including TfL and 
council funds. 

Action achieved. The Powershift grant from 
the Energy Saving Trust is 
no longer available. 

Islington Council will test 
the use of electrically 
powered vehicles for 
Environment and 
Conservation 
Department staff. 

2003 Medium An electric charging 
point has been 
installed in the car 
park at council offices 
at 222 Upper Street.  
The council have 
purchased two G-wiz 
electric cars & three 
Toyota Prius, which 
are hybrid cars. More 
electric and hybrid 
vehicles are being 
added to the fleet all 
the time.  

Action achieved.  

Islington Council will 
produce a register of 
council vehicles that 
includes information 
about air pollution from 
the vehicles and 
measures to reduce it. 

By the end of 
2004 

Medium Emissions of 
individual vehicles 
have been compiled 
and are being used 
for the carbon 
baseline of the 
council’s fleet. 
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Islington Council will 
consider using ultra-low 
sulphur diesel and 
water-diesel emulsion 
instead of normal diesel 
for all existing diesel 
vehicles. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium Low-sulphur diesel is 
now used for all our 
diesel vehicles. All 
new small to medium 
vehicles are fitted 
with catalytic 
converters. 
Particulate traps are 
fitted to the exhausts 
of large vehicles. 
 

Action achieved. Wherever possible, we will 
trial alternative clean fuels 
provided there is no 
disruption to the service 
the vehicle is intended for. 
 
Currently all vehicles use 
5% bio-fuel. 

4.5.6 Raise public 
awareness 
through our 
website 

Islington Council will 
regularly review and 
improve the air quality 
content of our website. 

Ongoing Medium The Pollution Project 
Team works to 
ensure the content of 
the website is 
updated and that the 
information is clear.  

Action achieved. 
 
An updated version of the 
airTEXT leaflet has been 
published and added to 
the dedicated airTEXT 
page on the air quality 
section of the website.  
 
Air-quality reviews and 
action plans are available 
on the website to 
download. 
 
Information on the 
www.walkit.com website 
which provides users with 
details of healthier walking 
routes around London, 
avoiding more polluted 
routes was added in 2008 
 
 
 
 

airTEXT is an air pollution 
forecasting and alert 
scheme. 
 
Islington have now taken 
over the administration of 
this service and have 
actively publicized through 
car free day and council 
website. 

http://www.walkit.com/
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4.5.7 Raise public 
awareness 
through our 
campaigns 

We will continue to 
support and take part in 
European Car Free 
Cities Day, GLA 
initiatives such as DIY 
Planet repairs & any 
future Don’t Choke 
Britain campaigns. 
Locally we in conjunction 
with other airTEXT 
consortium members will 
promote through leaflets 
& advertisements the 
airTEXT network. 

Ongoing Medium For Car Free Day 
part of Liverpool 
Road was closed with 
activities for residents 
to take part in. 

Action achieved. We will continue to use 
public awareness raising 
campaigns to promote 
more environmentally 
friendly travel. 

4.5.8 City Car Club 
Streetcar 

We have worked with 
Smartmoves to 
introduce the City Car 
Club facility to the 
borough and to launch 
the first car station. 
(Islington now works 
with Streetcar to provide 
the City Car Club.) 
 
We will work with 
Streetcar to incorporate 
alternative fuelled & low 
emission vehicles into 
fleet when possible.  
In 2012 the car club 
contract can be 
renegotiated to specify, 
for example, the use of 
lower emission vehicles. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium Islington’s car club is 
one of the largest and 
most rapidly growing 
in the UK, with 95 
cars and 4,300 
members, providing 
residents and 
businesses with 
affordable access to 
cars and helping 
discourage impulse 
driving. A Streetvan 
was added to the 
fleet in April 2007. 

Action achieved. 
 
There is also a proposal to 
integrate car club cars into 
the council fleet during the 
weekday when public use 
is lower. A car club bay is 
proposed at council 
offices in Laycock Street 
for ease of use by council 
staff in the day whilst still 
allowing easy use by 
residents at night. 

Islington and Streetcar 
aim to expand members in 
the borough.  New parking 
bays will be added each 
year to match this rise in 
demand from residents 
 
Car club signage was the 
subject of an award at the 
London Transport Awards 
2008. 
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4.5.9 Council car 
allowances 

We will review car 
allowances to identify 
changes that will 
encourage the least 
polluting and most fuel-
efficient vehicles. 

Ongoing Medium Human Resources 
currently award the 
lowest car mileage 
rate irrespective of 
the engine size of the 
car to encourage 
employees who use 
their car for work to 
have regard to the 
green travel agenda. 
 

Progress made. 
 
Further consultation is 
required. 

Casual allowances are 
only awarded where the 
post holder needs to use 
their car for business 
purposes such as 
transporting clients or 
moving heavy equipment. 

4.5.10 Incentives for 
staff who car 
share 

We will carry out a 
review of options for 
introducing incentives for 
staff who car share on 
their journey to work. 

Ongoing Medium The car sharing 
incentive has been 
replaced by a 
cyclescheme (bicycle 
loans) and the 
provision of pool 
bikes. 

Ongoing There is currently no plan 
for providing incentives for 
car users. 

4.5.11 Season ticket 
loans 

We will review the 
interest rates charged on 
our loans to staff for 
public transport season 
tickets. 

Ongoing Medium We now offer 
interest-free loans for 
this purpose. 
We offer zone 1 and 
2 travel cards to 
posts where it is hard 
to recruit and keep 
staff. 

Action achieved.  

4.5.12 Cycling 
allowance 

We will review the 
allowance we pay to 
staff who choose to use 
their bicycles to travel 
around the borough on 
official business, and 
consider extending the 
allowance to all staff. 

Ongoing Medium We now offer the 
cycling allowance to 
all staff. 

Action Achieved. A scheme to maintain staff 
bikes by ‘Dr. Bike’ is in 
place every Thursday at 
council offices. Staff pay 
for parts & labour costs 
are paid for by the council. 
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4.5.13 Car loans Staff who get a loan 
from us to buy their car 
for work purposes will do 
so on the understanding 
that we can call them to 
our vehicle emissions 
testing facility to make 
sure it meets with our 
standards. 

Ongoing Low We have reviewed 
the loans for cars. 

We decided not to do this 
action due to the practical 
problems that may arise. 

 

4.5.14 Staff bikes We will continue to 
supply bicycles for staff 
to use. 

Ongoing Medium We have provided 60 
bicycles at 24 
different council sites. 
New bicycles have 
been allocated to 
most teams to 
encourage greater 
use. 
The facilities at three 
locations were 
extended to 
accommodate extra 
bicycles. 

Action achieved. We will continue to bid for 
more funding to provide 
bicycles to all teams 
requiring them. 

Road traffic related action – Traffic management 

4.6.1 Parking control We will try to increase 
the use of Controlled 
Parking Zones in the 
borough. 

Ongoing Medium There was an 
ongoing programme 
which aimed to 
control parking in all 
areas of the borough 
where there was 
majority support. 
All of the borough is 
now within controlled 
parking zones. 
 

Action achieved. We should see a dramatic 
drop in vehicular trips as 
the whole borough is now 
a CPZ area. This should 
help reduce car crime, 
accidents, reduce 
pollution & make the 
areas more accessible. 
 
The council has recently 
introduced  its “Parking 
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16.5 meters of pay 
and display/permit 
parking has been 
removed to allow for 
car club parking 
spaces. 

Roamer scheme” which 
allows permit holders to 
park anywhere in the 
borough without charge. It 
is expected that this will 
increase local traffic, 
however the effects on 
localized pollution are yet 
to be determined. 

Industrial air pollution 

5.1.1 
 

Schedule B 
processes 

We will encourage large 
commercial premises 
using oil for heating 
purposes to switch to 
gas. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium We carried out a 
boiler survey in 2003. 

Action achieved. In order to meet planning 
obligations for renewable 
energy we now have 3 
residential developments 
which have been given 
permission to use bio-
diesel for heating. These 
installations are too small 
to require a permit. 

We will continue to apply 
the conditions of the 
Environmental 
Protection Act and the 
new Integrated Pollution 
Prevention Control 
system in line with the 
timetable for putting it 
into practice. 

Ongoing Medium We have inspected 
all permitted 
installations. 
We have received 
applications for 
permits from 46 Dry 
Cleaners.  

Action achieved. All dry cleaning 
installations have been 
inspected to ensure 
emissions target is not 
exceeded. Owners 
advised on necessity to 
keep records and submit 
to the LA. 

  We will write to all 
authorised processes in 
the borough to 
encourage them to 
reduce the air pollution 
from their work. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium All authorised 
processes are 
inspected by an 
officer and 
encouraged verbally. 

Action achieved.  
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5.1.2 Construction 
sites 

We will publish and 
distribute a code of 
construction practice 
containing advice for 
developers on how to 
reduce dust and 
particles produced. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium We published a 
revised code of 
construction practice 
in 2006. 
 
GLA best practice 
guidance for dust and 
emissions is also 
being employed, 
including monitoring 
requirements. 
Additional planning 
conditions placed on 
developments with 
biomass installations. 

Action achieved. 
 
GLA best practice 
guidance has been 
included within Section 
106 agreements. 
Monitoring of emissions is 
conducted on major 
construction sites in the 
borough. 

We published our first 
code of construction 
practice in 2003. 
 
The GLA best practice 
guidance is the standard 
we look for from 
contractors on 
construction sites. 

5.1.3 Commercial 
gas use (see 
6.1.2) 

      

Domestic air pollution 

6.1.1 Smoke control 
zones 

We will take 
enforcement action 
against people who 
refuse to keep to the 
requirements of our 
smoke control areas. 

Ongoing High No substantiated 
complaints were 
received regarding 
dark smoke in 2008 

Action achieved. Our legal department is 
working to merge existing 
smoke control areas to 
simplify enforcement. 
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Outcome to date Comments 

6.1.2 Energy-
efficiency 
schemes 

We will continue to 
increase energy 
efficiency in our 
buildings. 
 
We need to review what 
current initiatives such 
as energy efficiency 
schemes or boiler 
surveys are undertaken 
by Islington Council’s 
housing provider, 
Homes for Islington. This 
will occur in the next 
Action Plan, perhaps 
including the same 
review of local registered 
social landlords. 

Ongoing Medium Actions taken by 
Islington Energy 
Centre during 
2006/2007 are 
expected to reduce 
the amount of carbon 
produced by around 
610 tonnes per year. 
Funding of £220,000 
awarded for energy 
efficiency measures 
in 2007/2008. Thirty-
six renewable energy 
projects at our sites 
have been produced, 
saving a potential 
900 tonnes carbon 
per year, funding for 
which will be sought 
from Islington’s new 
Climate Change 
Fund.  

Action achieved. We monitor the energy 
used in our buildings (from 
meter readings and utility 
bills) and compare to 
national energy 
benchmarks, investigating 
any marked changes in 
energy performance.  
We continually aim to buy 
environmentally friendly 
energy within council 
financial guidelines. 
In the latest electricity 
supply contract we were 
able to secure green 
electricity for eight of our 
highest consuming sites. 
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We will continue to 
promote energy 
efficiency in 
development projects 
through planning 
guidance and leaflets. 
Through the planning 
process, the best 
available technology is 
required on new 
installations. This will 
include the most 
appropriate fuel choice & 
cleanest technologies 
currently available. 
 
Also with energy 
efficiency, we have 
examined retrofit of 
boilers. This has not 
occurred in any 
structured way so far. It 
would be extremely 
expensive to whole 
scale upgrade 
installations across the 
borough, however when 
installations do need 
replacing they have 
been replaced with the 
most appropriate 
technology currently 
available The issue of 
retrofit will be evaluated 
again in revisions to the 
Air Quality Action Plan 
 
 

Ongoing Medium Within planning, we 
have begun 
implementing the 
new policies within 
the London Plan on 
energy efficiency. 
These include 
increased targets 
which should drive 
additional efficiency 
improvements in new 
and refurbished 
buildings 
 
Planners have 
received training and 
support to assist 
them in implementing 
these policies. These 
updated polices are 
also reflected in 
recently published 
planning guidance, 
including for the 
council’s own 
developments. 
 
Homes for Islington 
have been awarded 
£4.35m to insulate 
over 6,500 homes 
during the next two 
years, this is 
expected to help 
residents save £130 
each year per 
household in bills. 

Action achieved. 
 
The council is also 
currently developing its’ 
Local Development 
Framework, the planning 
strategy for the borough. 
Options around improved 
energy efficiency 
standards for new 
development have been 
proposed within the 
Issues and Options Paper, 
which will go out for 
consultation in the 
summer. Work has also 
begun on updating the 
Supplementary Planning 
Document on Green 
Construction which will 
include stronger guidance 
around energy efficiency. 

Islington Energy Centre 
works with other council 
departments and 
independent, community, 
NGO and other non-
statutory organisations to 
develop energy-efficient 
solutions. 
Islington Energy Centre 
provides information and 
guidance to the general 
public on all aspects of 
sustainable energy. 
Islington Energy Advice 
Centre promotes both 
local and national energy-
efficiency schemes. 
 
We will continue to 
provide free, tailored and 
impartial advice to 
householders on saving 
energy in the home. 
We have promoted energy 
efficient design in the 
development of two new 
schools and three major 
housing developments. 
The centre also issues  
low-energy light bulbs to 
households, reducing the 
amount of carbon dioxide 
produced. 
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6.1.3 Bonfire 
information 

We will provide 
information on the air-
quality pages of our 
website about the effect 
bonfires have on air-
pollution levels. 

By the end of 
2003 

Medium We have produced a 
separate web page 
on our website. 

Action achieved. We encourage people to 
compost organic waste 
instead of having bonfires. 

6.1.4 Private-sector 
housing 
 

We will continue to 
provide grants for work 
to increase energy 
efficiency in private-
sector housing. 

Ongoing Medium Fifty-four households 
have benefited from 
grants to improve 
energy efficiency of 
their homes in the 
year to the end of 
March 2007. 

Action achieved. Safe and Warm grants are 
available to people over 
60, disabled people and 
people on benefits with 
children. 

We will continue to ask 
the person applying for a 
renovation or House in 
Multiple Occupation 
(HMO) grant to carry out      
energy-saving measures 
as a condition of the 
grant. 

Ongoing Medium 18 HMO grants have 
been completed in 
the year to the end of 
March 2007 and the 
energy saving 
measures all reach 
the EE standard. 

Action achieved. The scheme will continue. 
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8 Conclusions and Proposed Actions 

 

8.1 Conclusions from New Monitoring Data 

The monitoring data shows that the objective level for NO2 is still being exceeded 

across the borough at roadside locations. The objective for PM10 is being met 

however the AQMA will remain in place for both pollutants so we can continue to 

reduce concentrations. 

 

 

8.2 Conclusions relating to New Local Developments 

 

Assessment of new local development has not resulted in a need for a detailed 

assessment. 

 

8.3 Other Conclusions 

The current Air Quality Action Plan is considered to be completed. An updated plan 

will be launched for public consultation on 30th May 2013, the final document is 

scheduled for release on September 5th 2013 and will be reported on in the next 

round of progress reports in 2014. 

Planning policy will be included within this plan. 

 

8.4 Proposed Actions  

 

The London Borough of Islington will retain the current AQMA in its entirety. The next course 
of action will be to produce a draft Air Quality Action Plan at the end of May, and a further 
progress report in 2014. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Bias Adjustment Data (NO2 Diffusion tubes) 

 


